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Albert Soffa, co-founder of
Kulicke & Soffa Industries Inc
of Willow Grove, PA, has died
aged 84.
In 1951, Soffa and Frederick .
Kulicke Jr formed a partner-
ship that became K&S. The
two introduced the first manu-
al and automatic wire bonders.
These connect the semicon-
ductor to the IC package in
which it is used. The machines
“opened the doors to the man-
ufacture of more advanced IC
technology,” says K&S chair-
man and CEO C Scott Kulicke,
Frederick Kulicke’s son.
Born November 2, 1920, Soffa
earned a bachelor’s in mechan-
ical engineering from Drexel
University in 1944 and a mas-
ter’s in mechanical engineer-
ing from Harvard University in
1945. He met Kulicke while
working as a patent engineer
at Proctor Electric.
The friends began moonlight-
ing  as machinery builders and
eventually formed a partner-
ship that became Kulicke &
Soffa Manufacturing Co.
The company originally engi-
neered and built large, special-
ist machines, but made its
name in the semiconductor
industry, developing a machine
for Bell Labs that could make
transistors. It was the first wire
and die bonder.
Soffa guided the development
of the automatic wire bonder
and future generations of bon-
ders. He became K&S’ presi-
dent in 1962 and chairman of
its board of directors in 1967.
Under his leadership, K&S
became the market share
leader in automatic wire bond-
ing equipment. Soffa retired
from the company in 1986 and
its board in 1992.
OrganicID has appointed
Patrick Jenkins as VP of engi-
neering. Jenkins will lead the
company’s engineering and
manufacturing efforts to bring
the world’s first fully standard-
ised, printable RFID tag to mar-
ket. OrganicID is the first com-
pany to have demonstrated
13.56 MHz rectification with
organic electronic circuitry.
“We have worked out the
process on a laboratory scale,
and now it’s time to focus on
the manufacturability of the
process,” said Klaus Dimmler,
CEO of OrganicID.
Consequently, we’ve hired
Patrick Jenkins to lead us from
the prototype stage into manu-
facturing.
He has the ideal background
for this position, with more
than two decades of experi-
ence on all sides of the manu-
facturing business, with a pri-
mary focus on bringing new
technologies to market.
“Patrick also has specialty
knowledge in the production
of non-silicon technologies
including gallium-arsenide,
which will be very helpful in
the development of our lead-
ing-edge organic technology.”
Jenkins comes to OrganicID
from Vitesse Semiconductor,
where he was VP of wafer fab-
rication and engineering direc-
tor at its Colorado Springs
facility. In this role, he was
responsible for the entire 
internal manufacturing process.
Prior to Vitesse, he held various
engineering management roles
at top IC manufacturers includ-
ing Atmel, UTMC, and Inmos.
Jenkins began his career at
Intel as a process engineer in
the company’s new technolo-
gies division.
AXT Inc, a manufacturer of
compound semiconductor 
substrates and raw materials,
has appointed M. Hani Badawi
as VP of applications
engineering. Badawi will be
responsible for worldwide 
customer support for AXT’s
substrate products.
Badawi has worked at AXT
since early 2004 in applica-
tions engineering. From 2002
to 2003 he was VP of engineer-
ing for AmberWave Systems
Corp, where he was responsi-
ble for wafer and device tech-
nology and operations.
From 1998 to 2001 he was
director of operations at
Epitronics/ATMI Services III-V
Division. Previously, he was an
engineering manager for
Anadigics and in the
microwave products division
of Hughes Aircraft and ITT.
Indium Corp announced the
promotion of Jeff Anweiler to
Northeastern regional sales
manager, covering Eastern
Canada and the Northeast US.
Anweiler joined Indium Corp
in 1995 and has experience in
manufacturing, customer serv-
ice, and applications engineer-
ing, as a product specialist.
As the Northeastern regional
sales manager, he will cover
the US from Maryland to
Maine, and eastern Canada.
Nanometrics Inc appoints
Michael Weber to the newly
created post of VP of
Engineering. Weber will man-
age all aspects of  the compa-
ny’s engineering and product
development programmes in
Milpitas, reporting directly to
Nanometrics’ president and
CEO, John Heaton.
Weber, who holds eight
patents in metrology and
instrumentation over his
career, brings to Nanometrics
more than 20 years of experi-
ence in product engineering
and business management,
including 15 years of experi-
ence managing semiconductor
metrology programmes.
Most recently, he was VP of
KLA-Tencor’s surface metrolo-
gy division, where he was
responsible for technology and
product strategy programmes.
According to Heaton,Weber’s
applied experience in the
complicated task of develop-
ing new technologies and
incorporating them into new
products was an important fac-
tor in this appointment.
“His acute understanding of
managing successful metrology
development programs will be
invaluable in providing the
necessary leadership for this
key position.”
Prior to his post as VP of
Surface Metrology for KLA-
Tencor,Weber was engineering
VP for Sensys Instruments.
Previously, he held positions
within KLA-Tencor, including
director engineering and direc-
tor, technical marketing.
He began his career in 1983
developing mass spectrometer
instruments for San Jose, Calif-
based Finnigan MAT. He holds
a Physik-Diplom degree 
(equivalent to a master’s
degree in physics) from
Universität Bremen, Germany.
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